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Research on Taiwan’s Indigenous
Peoples and Indigenous-Han
Relationship: a Post-colonial Critique

(invited) ——— Chi, Chun-Chieh

[ Abstract]

Over the past few hundred years, indigenous Taiwanese encountered waves of colonial domi-
nation, which resulted in their breaking down of economic, cultural, and social life. This paper first
pointed out the lack of concern about indigenous people's daily life from Taiwan's academic com-
munities; indigenous leaders since the 1980s have been very critical of such fact.

The paper then discusses about indigenous people's lost of homeland with the succession of
Japanese and Chinese colonial governments. Even when a "indigenous reserve land" system was
enacted by the latter, it is a common practice that either the government of the capitalists apprehend
their land. While over the past few years, indigenous Taiwanese have tried to learn from both
Canada and Australia's land claim experiences, the fact that Taiwan is a crowded island and indige-
nous groups lack representing organizétions made their land claim difficult to materialize.

Another important issue to the indigenous Taiwanese is their identity. While indigenous
groups have been successful in ridding off their stigma, their difficult task is to balance between
their own tribal identity on the one hand, and pan-indigenousness on the other. Finally, this paper
discusses about most recent challenges facing the indigenous groups, namely, cultural and eco-
tourism, and urban indigenous people's issues. This paper argues that while there are many indige-
nous "problems" existing in Taiwan, they are caused mainly by long term outside domination and
unequal power relationship. As Taiwan is moving toward multicultural state, more social resources,
including academic resources should be allocated to deal with indigenous issues.

Keywords : indigenous people, ethnic relations, land claim, identity movement, eco-tourism
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