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What Kind of Chinese? Southeast Asian Variations

14:00~14:10 Welcoming Remark

Professor Lung Yingtai
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Speaker

Dr. Wang Gungwu

Professor Wang Gungwu, a pioneer and leading authority on the study of Southeast Asian
Chinese societies, was born in Indonesia and raised in Malaysia. He received his Ph.D. at the
University of London in 1957. Between 1986 and 1995, he was Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Hong Kong. Currently he holds the distinguished faculty position of National University of

Singapore.

Professor Wang has been honored worldwide: member of Taiwan's Academia Sinica,
Honorary Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and recipient of the prestigious
International Fukuoka Asian Cultural Prize. His works have been published in English, Chinese,

and Malay, and translated into Japanese, German, French, Spanish, and Korean.
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Dr. Lung Yingtai

With a doctorate in English literature, Lung Yingtai taught at various universities. She was
appointed the first Cultural Minister of Taipei in 1999. In July 2005, a dozen of influential
intellectuals together with like-minded business leaders established the Lung Yingtai Cultural
Foundation with the aim to cultivate civil society of Taiwan. She is now a full-time professor at the

University of Hong Kong as well as Xu Xian-xiu Professor at National Tsin Hua University.
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Abstract

The Chinese Overseas in Malaysia and Singapore faced a series of identity challenges.
Changes within China as well as the complex interactions with the British colonial authorities all
affected the identity issue. Since the 1950s, several kinds of nationalism demanded redefinitions of
identity, while globalization, regionalism and the rise of China each begins to attract those of

Chinese descent in different ways. Reflections will be offered on future development.

1. MOD http://mod.cht.com.tw/MOD/Web/index.php
2. hiChannel http://www.hichannel.hinet.net/event/civictaipei.index.htm
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(2006 )
The Ranking of Ethnic Chinese Population (2006)

Rank Country Continent Population
1 Indonesia Asia 7,671,000
2 Thailand Asia 7,100,000
3 Malaysia Asia 6,254,000
4 U.S. North America 3,662,000
5 Singapore Asia 2,713,000
6 Peru South America 1,300,000
7 Vietnam Asia 1,293,000
8 Canada North America 1,289,000
9 Philippines Asia 1,167,000
10 Burma Asia 1,112,000
11 Russian Federation Asia 998,000
12 Australia Oceania 665,000
13 Japan Asia 561,000
14 Cambodia Asia 352,000
15 UK. Europe 310,000
16 France Europe 232,000
17 India Asia 193,000
18 Laos Asia 190,000
19 Brazil South America 154,000
20 New Zealand Oceania 148,000

(2006 )
Chinese Overseas Population 2006
% %
. . Percentage Percentage
Region Population (glf)‘tfjl 1e\%el) (regional 1evel%n Asia)
World 38,794,000
Asia 29,803,000 76.8%
Indonesia 7,671,000 19.8% 25.7%
Thailand 7,100,000 18.3% 23.8%
Malaysia 6,254,000 16.1% 21.0%
Singapore 2,713,000 7.0% 9.1%
Vietnam 1,293,000 3.3% 4.3%
Philippines 1,167,000 3.0% 3.9%
Burma 1,112,000 2.9% 3.7%
Japan 561,000 1.4% 1.9%
Others 1,932,000 5.0% 6.5%

http://www.ocac.gov.tw/index.asp

Overseas Compatriot Affairs Commission, R.O.C.
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Country Briefing: Southeast Asia

Malaysia

Malaysia is a federation that consists of 13 states and is geographically divided into
the western half on the Malay Peninsula and the eastern half (the states of Sabah
and Sarawak) in northern Borneo. Approximately 329,847 km? in area, Malaysia
has a population of over 27 million people (December 2007 estimate).

A multiethnic country, Malaysia is mainly composed of three
ethnicities: Malay (66%), Chinese (25%), and Indian (7.5%).
Compared with their counterparts in other Southeast Asian regions,
the Malaysian Chinese make up a considerable portion of the
Society |country’s population and is a major cause of ethnic tension with the
Malay. Bahasa Malaysia is the official language while English,
Chinese, and Tamil are also common. Primary and secondary schools
are of instruction in different languages due to the country’s ethnic
diversity.

A constitutional monarchy, the incumbent federal government of]
Malaysia is formed by the National Front, a comprehensive coalition
led by the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), which
Politics | consists of various ethnic parties, including the Malaysian Chinese
Association (MCA) and the Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC). The
Democratic Action Party (DAP), composed mainly of ethnic Chinese,
is the major opposition party.

The last three decades of the twentieth century saw Malaysia adopt
new economic policies, transforming itself from an economy based on
the export of raw materials to a diversified emerging economy. Per
capita GDP is US$6,146 (2007 estimate).

Economy

Singapore

An island country and also a city state, Singapore is located at the southern tip of]
the Malay Peninsula and the southern entrance of the Malacca Strait.
Approximately 704km? in area, Singapore is inhabited by roughly 4.68 million
people (2007 estimate).

Singapore is the only Southeast Asian country dominated by ethnic
Chinese (75%), with Malay (14%) and Indian (8%) making up the
rest of the population. The country has four official languages: Malay
(the national language), English (the administrative language),
Mandarin Chinese, and Tamil. English is the language of instruction
for most subjects.

Society

Singapore is a republic with a parliamentary political system. The
Politics | People's Action Party (PAP) dominates the political process and has
controlled Parliament in every election since self-government in 1959.

Already a developed country, Singapore is one of Asia’s most
Economy |important financial and trading hubs. The GDP per capita is US$
30,723 (2006 estimate).

Thailand

Approximately 513,115 km? in area, Thailand has a population of over 62 million
(2006 estimate). Formerly known as Siam, the country’s official name was
changed to “Thailand” in 1949, a time when all other Southeast Asian countries
were colonies of world powers.

Among the 30-plus ethnic groups in Thailand, the Thai (40%) rank
Society | first in population followed by Lao (35%), Chinese (14%), Malay
(2.3%), and other minorities including the Khmer and Miao people.

9



Politics

The politics of Thailand currently takes place in a framework of]
constitutional monarchy. The Prime Minister is the head of]
government and the hereditary monarch is head of state. The
Parliament, with members popularly elected, consists of two
chambers: the 200-seat Senate and the 500-seat House of]
Representatives. A coup d’etat was launched by the army led by
General Sonthi Boonyaratglin in September 2006 when Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra attended the United Nations annual
General Assembly in New York. The coup resulted in the temporary
abrogation of the constitution, dissolution of the cabinet, and a ban on
all political party activities.

Economy

During the decade 1985-1995, Thailand’s economic growth ranked
number one in the world. A monetary crisis in 1997 triggered the
Asian Financial Crisis, in which the Thai Baht drastically depreciated
in value. Thailand’s GNP fell by 10% in 1998, and its economy didn’t
recover until 1999.

Indonesia

The largest archipelago country in the world, the Republic of Indonesia is
composed of thousands of islands, spanning from Asia to Oceania, approximately
1,919,440 km? in area with a population of over 234 million (July 2007 estimate).

Society

Indonesia is the world’s 4th largest country by population, inhabited
by more than 100 ethnic groups, including Javanese (45%), Sudanese
(14%), Madurese(7.5%), Malay(7.5%), Chinese(5%), and other
minorities. Bahasa Indonesia is the official language.

Politics

A Presidential Republic, with its huge population and ethnic,
linguistic, and religious diversities, Indonesia observes five political
principles: Belief in One God, Humanitarianism, Nationalism,
Democracy, and Social Justice.

Economy

The income disparities, worsened by the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis,
have long been a primary problem for Indonesia’s economy and a
major cause of the country’s long-time ethnic conflicts. The fact that
more than 70% of the country’s wealth is controlled by ethnic
Chinese, who make up only a tiny portion of the country’s population,
resulted in anti-Chinese riots on May 13, 1998.

The
Philippines

Consists of the Archipelago of the Philippines (comprising 7,107 islands) and the
surrounding isles, approximately 300,000 km? in area, inhabited by over 88 million
people (2006 estimate).

Society

The Filipinos are mostly of Austronesian descent (95%), but there are
Chinese (1.5%), Indian, and Arab minorities. Historically, the
Philippines have been a major destination for migrants from China,
the Malay Peninsula, Indonesia, Spain, Mexico, and the United States.
Diverse cultural influences are found throughout the country.

Politics

A presidential system with separation of powers is adopted by the
Philippines. The President is the chief of state, the head of]
government, and the commander-in-chief of the armed forces. A major
player in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the
Philippines is also one of the 24 member states of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC)

Economy

The Philippines is not only a newly industrialized country in
Southeast Asia but also an emerging market at the global level. The
World Bank ranked the country the 24th largest economy in the world
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using the Purchasing Power Parity (PPP). The Filipino Chinese have
played a pioneering role in the country’s economic development, with
statistics showing that enterprises run by the ethnic Chinese make up
one-third of the country’s 500 largest corporations.

Vietnam

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam is neighbored by Cambodia, Laos, and China’s
Yunnan and Guangxi provinces. Approximately 331,690 km? in area, Vietnam has a
population of over 87 million (mid-2007 estimate).

Society

Among its 54 ethnic groups, the Vietnamese, also called "Viet" or
"Kinh", account for 87% of Vietnam’s population and dominate the
country’s politics, economy, and cultural life. The minority Chinese
were forced to emigrate during the Sino-Vietnamese War in 1979.
Most of them fled on ships to Australia, Europe, and North America,
while some returned to China.

Politics

At present, the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) rules the
single-party state. The party exerts direct directly control over the
legislature, judiciary, and administration and all of Vietnam’s local
government.

Economy

Vietnam began its economic reforms in 1986 and has devoted itself to
industrialization and modernization since 1996. Its first official
application for World Trade Organization (WTO) membership was
submitted in 1995 and was formally accepted in 2007. Following
China, Vietnam has the most optimistic economic prospects among
Asian countries.

Translated by Bing Yu Chiu

Source  CIA World Fact Book http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

Britannica Online

Wikipedia

http://tw.britannica.com/
http://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php
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About Chinese Over seas
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The earliest reference to overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia is written in the “Chronicle of
Neighbor States” in the late Tang Dynasty.

A large number of Chinese settle along the way of Zheng He to the Western Ocean led by
Ming Dynasty diplomat Zheng He makes seven voyages from China through Java,
Malacca, Sumatra, and the Singapore Straight. The settlers reach as far as the east African
coast during their 29-year-adventure. Huaquio (overseas Chinese) community is officially
recorded for the first time.

Chinese genocide occurs in the Philippines. 25,000 Chinese are killed, mostly retailers and
artisans. The Spanish colonial government tries to eliminate the Chinese in order to
underpin its sovereign and economic power.

Thousands of Chinese from southern China flee to Southeast Asia after the Manchu
Dynasty comes to power. The settlers establish a significant business community.

The ban on overseas traveling is lifted due to the Convention of Peking, signed after the
China-British Opium Wars. Chinese workers are then employed by westerners, mostly
British, Dutch, and French. From that time forward, the Manchu government changes its
policy of overseas Chinese, substituting care with indifference and hostility.

The Manchu government established Chinese Consulate in Singapore. It appeals to wealthy
overseas Chinese businessmen for donations and investment.

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen overthrows the Manchu Dynasty and founds the Republic of China. He
refers to overseas Chinese as the “Mother of the Revolution" for their financial
contribution.

Malay Chinese entrepreneur Tan Kah-Kee establishes the Shandong Relief Fund,
following the 1928 Jisnan Incident, an armed conflict between the Japanese and the
Kuomintang (KMT, the Chinese Nationalist Party). Mr. Tan also solicits the Sojourners to
return to China to take part in the war effort.

Marco Polo Bridge Incident sparks the Second Sino-Japanese War. In Singapore and
Malaysia, the Chinese successfully ally with the Indians and Malays to boycott Japanese
goods in local markets; they also found the Union of China Relief Funds to support the
Chinese force.

Chinese flee to Southeast Asia right before the Second World War. Warlords seize power
and insurgencies are a rampant problem.

Japan attacks Pearl Harbor. Overseas Chinese take up arms against the Japanese: Lin
Jiang-Shi in Singapore forms a 1,300-member armed volunteer force; Xu Jing-Cheng in
the Philippines leads some 300 young guerilla fighters, fighting from Manila into the deep
jungle.

Thailand carries out an assimilation policy. Chinese are kept from operating 27 kinds of
businesses. The Labor Protection Act is amended to protect local labor.

The Philippines declares independence. The new state associates with the assimilation
policy toward the Chinese immigrants, whose capital is subject to strict control. Chinese
migrants are no longer welcome.

The British colonial government forms the Federation of Malay, which grants the Malays
rights of economic privilege. This stirs up anger among ethnic Chinese: some join the
Malayan Communist Party to rebel against the British, some pro-British found the
Malaysian Chinese Association to negotiate with the British for their own benefit.

To protect Filipino’s economic privilege, the government imposes laws to restrict Chinese
immigration. The administration also increases fees and red-tape to keep Philippine
Chinese from obtaining local nationality.
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Malaysia declares independence and draws up a new constitution specifying Malay
Supremacy, making it difficult for Chinese to acquire citizenship.

At the Asian-African Conference, the People’s Republic of China signs a treaty with
Indonesia, denying dual citizenship and encouraging overseas Chinese to get local
nationality.

Singapore splits from Malaysia after the heated ideological conflict over Malay Supremacy
and the tax-sharing policy between the state's People Action Party government and the
federal Kuala Lumpur government.

A series of anti-Chinese riots erupt during the Suharto administration. Many Indonesian
Chinese move back to mainland China.

In China, Mao launches the unprecedented Cultural Revolution. The overseas Chinese
bureau is terminated when the revolution comes to the climax.

Under Suharto’s reign, Chinese schools are forced to shut down. The arbitrary assimilation
policy, the Basic Policy for the Solution of the Chinese Problem, is adopted.

The May 13 Incident happens after Malaysian People’s Progressive Party wins a heated
election among Chinese-dominant electoral districts. Disappointed and anxious Malays
clash with ethnic Chinese, causing a tremendous death toll.

The Malaysian government launches the New Economic Development Policy, which
proposes to increase the ownership of enterprises by ethnic Malays by up to 30% to ensure
their advantage in terms of economic activities, education, and employment.

The two Vietnams reunify to build the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Private businesses
(mostly Chinese) are expropriated. A large number of Indochina asylum seekers flee the
country.

PRC begins seeing overseas Chinese’s capital as source of economic development after the
Cultural Revolution ends. The PRC’s Overseas Chinese Bureau reopens to establish
reconnection between overseas Chinese and mainland China.

Singapore launches the Speak Mandarin Campaign to retain the language and memory of
its Chinese heritage.

The Sino—Vietnamese War breaks out. Approximately one million Chinese are expelled
from Vietnam.

PRC promulgates its Nationality Law, which refuses to recognize dual citizenship.
Overseas Chinese who have dual citizenships are forced to give up their Chinese
nationality.

Vietnam withdraws troops from China. With its call for National Affairs Conference,
Vietnam implements free-market reform, which amends its international relations to boost
the local economy. Situation of Vietnam’s ethnic Chinese improves.

Singapore issues White Paper for Shared Values, emphasizing Confucian Chinese values.

Malaysian PM Mahathir envisions in his inaugural speech , “a united Malaysian nation
with a sense of common and shared destiny...” The speech also aims to establish a
peaceful relationship among different ethnic groups.

International Society for the Studies of Chinese Overseas (ISSCO) is founded in Los
Angeles, USA. The organization marks the global significance of such studies.

Ethnic Chinese become victims in Indonesia of the “Jakarta Riots of May”. Chinese
properties are looted and women are raped. According to the official report, at least 1,250
died in the riot.

South China Sea Island Disputes between the Philippines and China provokes strong
anti-Chinese sentiment in several cities.

Anti-Chinese sentiment is brewing in Manila, capital of the Philippines. Antagonistic
posters fill the streets. Tension has rises among Chinese communities.
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Indonesian administration has passed a new law to support for Chinese language
education. The impact of the rise of China spreads throughout Southeast Asia with several

2006 universities cooperating with the Confucius Institute in setting up Chinese language
programs.

An unprecedented bill on citizenship is passed in Indonesia. The new bill allows all
Indonesian born children (without dual nationality) to obtain citizenship automatically.

Translated by Yi Shin Liu

Source Wang, Gungwu ”Greater China and the Chinese Overseas.”1994.
Chen, Yun Zhong. "Natiinal Making in the 90's Malaysia." 1995.
The Third China: History of Chinese Overseas, Present and Past. ed. by Zheng Niu. 2002.
Researching Chinese Overseas: Selected Readings of Wang Gungwu. ed. by Hong Liu, 2002.

Zhuang, Guo Tu. "Crash of Civilization: Relation among different Ethnicities After World War Two in
Southeast Asia", 2003.
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:BBC 2001/8/29
http://news.bbc.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/1514916.stm
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Further Reading
Analysis: South-East Asia's Chinese
By Mangai Balasegaram in Kuala Lumpur

In most countries, Loh Yee Leng, a bright 21-year-old with a string of 'A' grades, would be a
winning candidate for university. But in Malaysia, grades aren't the only criteria for entry into

universities - race is as well.

Only a limited number of places at public universities are available for ethnic Chinese, who
comprise 26% of Malaysia's population. Places are set aside for native Malays - even if their

grades are lower.

This year, several hundred top-grade Chinese students - including Ms Loh - received rejections

from public universities. Yet, some 10,000 university seats allocated for Malays remained empty.

The racial quota system at universities is part of a three-decade long policy to advance Malays, the
"bumiputra" (sons of the soil). Malays also have special privileges in business and property, and

dominate the civil service.

"The Chinese accept that many Malays deserve help. But these policies should now be structured
according to need, not race,”" says Malaysian opposition politician Lim Guan Eng, adding that

these policies have been misused and encourage cronyism.

A similar situation has existed for years in Indonesia, where the "pribumi" are accorded special

rights in land ownership and business.

These policies were justified as affirmative action, to promote native populations against the
economic muscle of the ethnic Chinese. The unwritten social contract across South-East Asia was

that ethnic Chinese have to lose certain rights in return for citizenship.
Jews of the East

Ethnic Chinese have settled in South-East Asia for centuries, but most today are descendants of

19th century migrants from southern China.

Some 80 years ago, Thailand's King Rama VI called the Chinese the "Jews of the East".
Across the region, they have faced much discrimination, often deeply resented for their

wealth. In Manila, the communities are often targeted by kidnappers.
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Today, they are effectively the region's business class, controlling the bulk of listed companies in
the region's stock markets - more than 80% in Thailand and Singapore, 62% in Malaysia, about
50% in the Philippines. In Indonesia, they control more than 70% of corporate wealth - although

some dispute this figure.

The Chinese have faced similar segregation policies and laws controlling property to the Jews,
notes south-east Asian expert Professor Amy Freedman, from the US Franklin and Marshall

College.

Ms Freedman disputes the popular belief that the Chinese are naturally good businessman, looking

instead to history for an explanation.

"The Chinese were kept from owning land and were used as middlemen by colonialists, leaving

them in a position to own and operate business once colonialism ended," she says.
Divideand rule

Integration - and inter-marriage - of the community has been greatest in Thailand and Philippines,
so much so that some are hardly recognizable as Chinese. Former Filipino leader Cory Aquino, for

example, has Chinese blood.

Assimilation has been actively encouraged - in Thailand, for example, ethnic Chinese must adopt

local names in order to get citizenship.

The varying relations of ethnic Chinese with local populations are due to differences in religion as
well as history. "The colonial powers treated the Chinese immigrants in different ways - the Dutch
and the British used a divide and conquer method, the Spanish and the Americans worked on

assimilating the whole population," Ms Freedman says.

Discrimination has been most acute in Indonesia, with the community the target of mob violence
and riots. In May 1998, Chinese properties were looted and burnt and many people attacked.

Nearly 170 Chinese women were also systematically raped, of whom 20 later died.

Many Chinese were also killed during Indonesia's 1965 anti-communist purge, in which some
500,000 lives were lost.

It was around then that Chinese script was banned, Chinese-language schools closed down,
celebration of festivals forbidden, and even speaking Chinese in public was discouraged. Customs

officials considered the Chinese language "as dangerous to the people of Indonesia" as weapons.

Many Chinese changed their names, but their identity cards would still mark their ethnicity.
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However, such regulations have since gone, after former President Abdurrahman Wahid allowed

the use of Chinese script and celebration of their festivals.

The community are now enjoying a cautious cultural revival - an indication that the culture has

been as resilient as "bamboo", to quote one ethnic leader.

Source: BBC News, 2001/8/29
http://news.bbc.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/1514916.stm
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Further Reading

ASIAN AFFAIRSINTERVIEW WITH WANG GUNGWU

DIASPORA, A MUCH ABUSED WORD

Director of the East Asian Institute - NUS (Singapore)

Laurent Malvezin (LM). A mountain of books has been written about the so-called Chinese

diaspora in Asia. Do you think it deserves such attention?

Wang Gungwu (Wgw).- The word diaspora, as I understand it, implies, both business acumen and
wealth, and the success of the early Chinese merchants in the early days reminded many of a
similar social position achieved by the Jewish merchants elsewhere. However, the Chinese
merchants moved to Southeast Asia a long time ago and today, such view is of little relevance with
the realities. For the last two hundred years, the Chinese who left China by the millions were not
for most of them, traders or businessmen. They were poor, and very much in the situation of the
journeymen living today the countryside for urban areas in hope of a better future. Those migrants
were far from wealthy, rather the opposite. I cannot associate such migration with the word

“diaspora”, which has the opposite meaning.

LM .- we can associate the word with a large social group which is self-centered and which derives

its strength not from the individuals but from its cohesion.

Wgw.- “diaspora” has also such connotation, but then it is assumed that all the overseas Chinese
are involved and that there is a cohesion. Such view is very misleading. The fact is that the
Chinese, wherever they go, are easily influenced by their environment. they adapt to new
circumstances and thus become very different from other groups living elsewhere. I don’t see

much cohesion.

LM .- To a foreigner, it does not look like that at all. Chinatown is very much a Chinese city, and a

foreigner tends to see them as being all over the world very much Chinese.

Wgw.- The Chinese get together for their festival and Chinese new year. They will also look for a
new business partner among their community as a matter of convenience, but really, all the
overseas communities have their own characters, they rarely can communicate with one another,
and there is a myriad of them. To me, instead of saying there is one big Chinese Diaspora, which
brings negative commentaries, it would be better to look at the way they were able to adapt in
order to survive and what sort of strategies they developed overtime to fit into their new
environment. We will see that each one is in fact unique. Look at the Chinese who have gone to
the Philippines. They are very different from the Chinese who settled in Thailand. Both are very
different from those who left for Brazil, Argentina, or the United-States. Each of them had to find

ways and means to adjust accordingly.
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L M .- Yet, they remain, for the essential, very much Chinese.

Wgw.- Of course they keep their Chinese culture and what goes with it in their social relations.
But that behavior is not central to their purpose. They will do whatever is necessary to improve
their standard of living. It is true that most of them are successful, but today the interesting
question is to see whether the new emigrants, no longer poor and uneducated people, but rather
blue-collar people, are as successful as their poor predecessors. All those people from Hong Kong,
Taiwan, and China are in fact facing a much more challenging task than the poor coolies or the
merchants of the past. They have a very different experience and what they need is some
professional opening, it means competing directly with local professionals. It requires a different
strategy. If you have no skills, and just want to be a waiter, it's somehow much easier because you
don't have to fight with anybody or to compete very hard with others, but to be a lawyer, engineer,
or accountant or a doctor with an established clientele is another matter. Then you have local
professionals. They have very powerful ways of keeping you out of their business. They won't

make things easy for you and you must find ways to coping with them.
LM .- Are we trying to demonize the overseas Chinese and if yes, why?

Wgw.- The word diaspora is in itself an oversimplification and I find personally very alarming that
people talk commonly of a Jewish diaspora, an Indian diaspora or a Chinese one, as if the world
consist of few " leagues ". It is simply not true, but unscrupulous people can use such description
to build up the image of a new yellow peril. Some people are even going further, saying that China
is behind it, sending out people and contacting people all around, acting like an enormous octopus,
spreading its tentacles and building-up its network. Such nonsense is bound to be believed when
one is using out-of-context words like diaspora. With a lot of imagination, one’s could even end up
saying: “The Chinese are coming, the Chinese are coming!” So, I would say that it has to be
scrutinized, even from the scholars, I hope they will come out and say : Hey! That’s not what you
mean, you use that word for this political purpose, that is not legitimate. Scholars must have to say
that.

L M .- Probably, but there is this lingering feeling that the Chinese have no real sense of belonging
where they live. Why?

Wgw.- Most of them identify themselves with the country where they live. A Chinese in Thailand
is first of all a Thai. The confusion is that if you ask them, they tell you that they find it useful to
learn Chinese to do business or, it is a way to regain some pride in their culture, to try to
understand who were their ancestors. But such attitude does not translate into a political
identification. The confusion for some is that, in Asia, the concept of a political identity and a

cultural identity, has to be understood as being two different things and they are not exclusive.

LM .- Can you really identify with your country if you try hard to keep a different cultural identity
than the prevailing one of the country?
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Wgw.- That is the question and I think the answer is yes. It is now better understood. When you
are in France, you maybe say I’'m Parisian, while saying I’m European when you are in Asia, and
you feel like it, because perhaps in Asia, you want to differentiate yourself from the Americans. So

each one of us can, depending where and when, use different labels.

LM.- We can probably separate the political from the cultural, but at some point you have to
belong somewhere and to adhere to a common ground, otherwise how can you have a sense of

nation?

Wgw.- Whether we like it or not, not everyone is comfortable with the concept of the nation state
in Europe you have taken it for granted because it has been there for so long and your borders did
not changed much, but in East-Asia, the idea of a nation-state, with its national boundaries, one
language, one culture, one religion, and so on, is very alien. In that respect one cannot expect
East-Asian people to be as clear of their identity as the French or the British are. People are
learning, learning to say I’'m a Singaporean, or I’'m a Malaysian , but not with standing, they just
keep saying, I’'m a Chinese, or a Malay. For them, there is no contradiction between their ethnic
identity and their national identity. In Europe the perception is different because people are used to

adhere to only one dominant identity. All other identities must be removed, or were removed.

LM .- So, there is some truth in saying that the Chinese diaspora, whatever that is, remains Chinese

in essence, and pragmatic, which, in political terms, means a lot.

Wgw.- Pragmatism? No doubt on that, but there is a difference between being versatile: and
pragmatic. If and when their interests are not well protected or defended, why should they accept it

for ever?

L M .- At the heart of your remark is the question of trust. If minorities are starting to be distrustful,
or alternatively, if the dominant social group starts to have doubts about the allegiance of a
minority group, if, to come back to the concept of the Chinese diaspora, governments start for one
reason or another to believe that its allegiance is not towards the place where they live but their

homeland, whether it is true or not being there irrelevant, what can be achieved?

Wgw.- To assume that a Chinese is tuned to the mainland, implies that he knows their culture, he
has connections at all level and knows what to do, where and when. All these, just because he is
ethnically Chinese. In fact, many overseas Chinese don't know anything simply because they have
not been brought up in a Chinese environment or in a Chinese way in China. Some of them may
not know a single thing about the Chinese history. Think of the Chinese Americans, and the other
people of Chinese origin anywhere else in the world. I don’t believe they have much to share in
common. Of course, what remain is that they can speak Chinese and becomes an advantage if you
are dealing with China. But is it really an outstanding advantage? I think people overestimate its
usefulness. Even if the Mainlanders feel much more comfortable doing business in their own
language. In that context, everybody, who knows their languages, would be at an advantage over

those who don't. But that is not enough because any foreigner fluent in the language would then
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have to be considered a member of the Chinese diaspora if that is the criteria. So, it is not a valid

point.

LM .- Maybe, but we could look at the phenomena from another angle. It is said that there is an
Asian American vote in the United States, which means that somehow that as a group, the Chinese
Americans are trying to become a pressure group, grouping their votes to support their favorite
candidate? There were talks of China trying to influence the Presidential election. Although there

is not a shred of evidence, it still bothers the common folk.

Wgw.- I personally believe that all the fuss is merely a matter of local politics. The Asian
American or the Chinese American do not want to be left behind. They want to increase their local
participation to defend their minority interests against the people who are prejudiced against them.
It is no more than that and they have no impact whatsoever on foreign affairs. To link that to China

may look possible, but I really believe that it does not make sense.

LM.- Why then is the American press making headlines as soon as a Chinese American or an
overseas Chinese is making a donation to the Democratic Party or the Republican one, while it
does not bother to bring up the matter if it is an European or an Indian, or anybody else, for that

matter ?

Wgw.- All this has to do with the American political culture and the way minority interests have
been able to affect mainstream politics. However, when one is talking about foreign affairs, it is
clear to me that the national interests of the country are not affected by minority views. The
national interest of a country is always defined by much broader perspective, especially for the US
which is a superpower and thus has a tremendous range of objectives and ambitions. And no

minority can affect them.

This is an abridged version

Source Asian Affairs Interview with Wang Gungwu
http://www.asian-affairs.com/Diasporas/wanggungwu.html
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TheLung Yingtai Cultural Foundation
January 26,2008  For Immediate Release

PRESS RELEASE

TheMediaTek International L ecture Series—
“What Kind of Chinese? Southeast Asian Variations

The Lung Yingtai Cultural Foundation is honored to host Professor Gungwu Wang, one of the
world’s leading authorities on Chinese studies, as part of our continuing MediaTek International

Series, co-presented by Common Wealth Magazine and sponsored by MediaTek.

Please join us on 23 February 2008, at 2 p.m., at Zhongshan Hall as Professor Wang shares
his unique perspective about the topic of identity, and issue that so often plagues overseas Chinese
in Southeast Asia. Professor Wang will also explore this theme in greater detail during a
masterclass for 30 hand-picked students.

Those of Chinese descent living in Malaysia and Singapore have faced a series of identity
challenges. Changes within China itself and complex interactions with the British colonial
authorities have affected the identity of Chinese overseas living in these two countries. Since the
1950s, changing manifestations of nationalism have resulted in periodic redefinitions of identity;
meanwhile, globalization, regionalism, and the rise of China each manage, in different ways, to tug
at those of Chinese descent. Professor Wang's reflections will offer a look into what the future may
hold.

Professor Wang has received honors worldwide for his pioneering studies on Chinese migration.
Born in Indonesia and raised in Malaysia, he received his Ph.D. from the University of London in
1957. He served as Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong from 1986 to 1995. Professor
Wang is currently Distinguished Professor at the National University of Singapore and also
Chairman of the Managing Board of the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy. His works have

been translated into numerous languages.

Admission to the event is free. All are welcome.
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The Lung Yingtai Cultural Foundation believes that nurturing visionary, open-minded and
responsible young citizens is essential to the development of a vibrant civil society. Established as
a non-profit organization in 2005 by a group of devoted entrepreneurs and intellectuals, the
Foundation is committed to fostering a culture of global vision, providing platforms for cultural
exchanges and intellectual dialogues, and enlivening a positive civic spirit in our young
democracy.

MISSION

® cultivating a civil society for the betterment of life

® developing partnerships among Chinese-speaking communities including China, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Singapore and various Western countries.

® promoting international cultural exchanges and fostering intellectual dialogues in a global

context
Send your donations to:
Lung Yingtai Cultural Foundation
A/C No.:411210293680
Taipei Fubon Commercial Bank
411210293680 Lung Yingtai Cultural Foundation

2/F, 110 Jinhua Street, Taipei, taiwan

Website: http://www.civictaipei.org

E-mail:civictaipei@gmail.com
Tel:(02) 3322-4907
WWw. ci victaipei.or gFax:(02)3322-4918

19960111
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MediaTek Foundation

Common Wealth Magazine

Zhongshan Hall

China Times.com

BCC

Chunghwa Telcom

IC

IC Broadcasting

The Landis Taipei Hotel
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The advancement and diffusion of knowledge

Is the only guardian of true liberty.
- James Madison

You must become the change you
want to see in the world.
- Mahatma Gandhi
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